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A MISSIONABY'S TOUR TO SHAMOKIN AND 
THE WEST BRANCH OF THE SUSQUE- 
HANNA, 1753. 

The Indian town of Shamokin was situated a short 
distance below the junction of the north and west 
branches of the Susquehanna and, in 1747, consisted 
of upwards of fifty huts and 300 inhabitants. Prior 
to 1728, it became the seat of a viceroy of the Six 
Nations, who ruled for them the tributory tribes that 
dwelt along the Susquehanna. It was a favorite halt- 
ing place for the Iroquois warriors on their predatory 
expeditions against the Catawbas and Cherokees, where 
they held carousals before returning to Onondaga. 
David Brainerd, who visited the town, states "that 
Satan seems to have his seat in this town." 

Viceroy Shikellemy, who became acquainted with the 
Moravians in Bethlehem through Zinzendorf in 1742, 
requested them in 1747 to build a blacksmith shop in 
the town, and gave them the site for a mission house 
and garden patch. Here some of their prominent mis- 
sionaries labored for the ensuing eight years, when the 
mission was given up owing to the Indian hostilities. 
Shikellemy was always friendly to the Proprietary in- 
terests and scarce a treaty between 1728 and 1748 for 
the purchase of lands but he was present, and by his 
moderate counsels aided in amicable solutions of intri- 
cate questions. He was taken sick while returning 
from a visit to Bethlehem and died December 17, 1748, 
the missionary Zeisberger being present and partici- 
pating at his burial some days later. 

The original manuscript of the following journal of 
Rev. Bernard A. Grube, who visited Shamokin and the 
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Indian towns along the west branch, in 1753, is pre- 
served in the Archives at Bethlehem, Penna. 

August 21, 1753.- — At 10 a.m., in company with Bro. 
Kaske, I set ont from Bethlehem, with tender feelings 
for my brethren. 

August 22. — At noon we came to John Miillers', in 
Heidelberg, and fonnd him ill; and at evening to 
Loeschers ', who welcomed us cordially. 

August 23. — Continued our journey to Shamokin — 
passed the Blue Mountains, Thurnstein, Anna's Val- 
ley to and Benigna's Creek, to home of a high Dutch 
settler ; where we passed the night uncomfortably. 

August 24. — Journeyed on and when we reached 
Jacob's heights lost the road and came to a high Dutch 
settler who recognized us as coming from Bethlehem 
on the way to Shamokin, and told us that the minister 
there had preached for the German settlers here abouts 
and that next week they intended to send for him again. 
In the evening we reached Shamokin and found our 
three brethren well and contented. They were anxious 
to hear the news from Bethlehem, as for five months 
they have had no visitors from there. 

August 25. — Marx Kiefer [blacksmith] prepared to 
return to Bethlehem and we sent letters by him. After 
dinner Bro. Martin [Mack] and Grube visited the 
Indians living here, who showed themselves exceedingly 
friendly. Several children are down with the small- 
pox. 

August 26. — In the forenoon we again visited the 
Indians and then prepared for our journey to Quen- 
ischachochky [now Linden] (a Delaware town sixty 
miles beyond Shamokin, on the "West Branch). In the 
afternoon Mack and Grube set out in a canoe ; visited 
a couple of lodges four miles beyond Shamokin, where 
Capt. Logan [the second son of Shikellemy] lives, but 
he was away from home in the Seneca land. Here we 
found a Shawnese in his hut deadly sick of small-pox, 
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[he died the following day]. A few weeks ago he re- 
turned from a raid on the Catawbas, the part of which 
nation that has not yet made peace with the Six Na- 
tions. The captain was an Oneida, who, with four of 
his men were killed, the others fled, one of them this 
Shawnese, also two Tutelars, who on the day of their 
arrival died of small-pox. We paddled on and came 
to the place where last year we tried to pass a fall and 
when half way up Martin's pole broke, the canoe turned 
and Grube fell into the water without hurt. 

August 27. — Paddled on and soon came to John 
Shikellemy's hunting lodge, who is here with several 
Shawnese families. They were glad of the visit and 
gave us some bear's meat. The children were very 
friendly with Grube, who gave them some sweet-cakes, 
which pleased them. After dinner we reached Monsey 
Creek, 40 miles from Shamokin, where we put our 
canoe in care of an Indian we knew, as the water began 
to grow rapid. We shouldered our packs and walked 
on and met a couple of drunken Indians who teased us 
for tobacco and then began to get ugly. Grube gave 
them several cuts which satisfied them and they let us 
go. Towards evening we reached Otstonwakin [Mon- 
toursville], where Mack pointed out the spot where 
Zinzendorf and his party had pitched their tents [in 
1742]. We proceeded several miles further and took 
up our quarters for the night by a creek. 

August 28. — About 9 a.m., came to a small town, 
where Madam Montour's niece, "French" Margaret, 
lives with her family. She welcomed us cordially, led 
us into her hut and set before us milk and watermelons. 
Grube told her that Mack had come from Bethlehem on 
purpose to visit her, and on his asking her, "Mother, 
do you know me;" "Yes, my child" she replied, "but 
I have forgotten where I saw you." Mack said, "I 
saw you eight years ago on the island at Shamokin, 
where you were living with your brother Andrew Sat- 
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telehu." Hereupon she bethought herself, that at that 
time she had come down from Allegheny on her way to 
Philadelphia. She was exceedingly friendly and testi- 
fied that it was " heart 's-dear to her," that we visited 
her, only she said she was sorrowing for the loss of her 
son and son-in-law, who were killed last Winter in the 
war against the Creeks. We told her that we would 
leave our packs here and go to the Delawares at Quen- 
ischachochky to visit them. "Oh!" said she, "the In- 
dians up there have been a few weeks past drinking, and 
we would undoubtedly find them all drunk." On coming 
there however, we found all quiet, and the people 
modest and friendly to us. We visited several huts, 
enquired diligently about Christian Eenatus, but failed 
to see him ; we heard he had gone to peel bark for his 
brother the Captain, who is building a new hut. We 
stayed here 'till towards evening, and had not as yet 
eaten anything. On coming back to "French" Mar- 
garet, she asked us at once whether we had had any- 
thing to eat and as we said no, she pitied us, ran and 
brought us milk, which somewhat refreshed us. She 
sat with us a long time and talked of many things, 
especially of Andrew, of her husband, who for six years 
has drank no whiskey and who had persuaded two men 
from drinking. 

August 29. — Early in the morning we returned to 
the Delaware town to hunt up Christian Eenatus, and 
at last found him, and had a satisfactory interview with 
him. 

We returned to "French" Margaret to take leave of 
her. As to Andrew Sattelehu, he is now interpreter 
for Virginia and receives a salary of £ 300.; twice he 
has visited Onondogo this Summer, and now will be 
sent to Allegheny, and to bring back with him Mar- 
garet's relatives who still live in French Canada. The 
French have set £ 100. on his head. The Governor has 
also made him a Colonel and presented him with a tract 
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of land on the Potomac. The Six Nations have let it 
be known, that whatever nation should kill him, with 
it they would begin war; therefore he is held in high 
esteem among them. 

With regard to "French" Margaret: She is a 
woman for whom the Indians have great respect; she 
allows no drunkards in her town. Her husband is a 
Mohawk, but understands French well as also their 
children, but seldom speak it. 

After taking leave of her we journeyed on to Monsey 
Creek to our canoe; a blanket and some provisions 
wrapt in it had disappeared. "We begged a woman for 
a few ears of corn, as we had nothing left to eat. Be- 
low the creek we visited a small Shawnese town, which 
a few years ago was occupied by some of that tribe 
from Wyoming, and found old Shikasa here, who has 
lived here since last Spring, and was quite friendly. 
John Shikellemy, who lives here, has a Shawnese wife. 
We asked for a little meat as we had scarcely anything 
to eat and were given a choice piece of bear's meat. 
Shikellemy 's family have mostly left Shamokin, as it 
is uncomfortable for Indians there, for if they plant 
they cannot enjoy it, so many strange Indians pass 
through the town whom they must feed. Our people 
also find it hard, because all that are hungry come to 
them — they feed perhaps one hundred per annum. We 
camped for the night at a pleasant spot on the Susque- 
hanna. 

August 30. — Paddeled on and towards evening came 
to Shamokin, where our brethren were delighted to see 
us. 

August 31. — Visited the Indians and told them that 
tomorrow we will set out for Bethlehem, and will leave 
only the smith and another brother. — 



